C&C Annual Summary December 2024

Care & Counsel is responsible for care of meeting members and regular attenders. It may seem like we
are not doing much as our monthly reports are very short. We want to protect confidentiality, and to use
the “care and concerns” time after worship to share news as we are granted permission.

Ongoing care includes visiting, calling and loaning Care Quilts to people who are experiencing illness or
loss, sending cards at sad and joyful times, and coordinating other care (transportation, meals) when
needed on a limited basis. In 2024, 65 cards were sent, including 16 to this year’s graduates (college,
high school, middle school), 10 births, 15 deaths and 18 ilinesses; 9 care quilts shared (more were
offered), and numerous visits made. We appointed a meal coordinator and will respond to
transportation requests on an individual basis.

C&C makes every effort to maintain contact with those who are in greater need or who are unable to
attend worship, and to connect members and attenders with community resources as needed. It has
been great to see that there continue to be regular attenders on Zoom who can’t make it to the meeting
house. C&C also manages the Friends in Need fund which may provide some assistance to those in
financial crisis. We can also help members connect with PYM counseling and aging services.

Care & Counsel hosts the “welcome back” brunch in September and “homecoming” refreshments on
Christmas Eve when 21 year olds are recognized with Hicks prints (purchased and framed by C&C). The
recipients (3) were sent individual invitations to attend, although none did. At age 21 young adults are
listed separately in the directory and get their own mailings. Notes will again be sent to ALL 300+ on the
email list in the New Year via Mailchimp (paper to those without email). Flowers were presented to
families with new babies (7) and home-based older adults (7+) at Easter. Care & Counsel is encouraging
everyone to write the name and phone of their emergency contact on the back of their nametag, and
has made pronoun stickers available to those who want to apply them.

Care & Counsel supports marriages under the care of the meeting. While there were at least 3
marriages of meeting members this year, none were held under the care of the meeting. One of the
realizations we had is that we do not have a formal way of learning about marriages, births and deaths
outside the care of the meeting, so we rely on the membership to keep us informed, as we do with
address changes and awareness of times that people need support. The committee affirmed that every
one of us in the community is part of care and counsel, taking meals, making calls and visiting. It was
reassuring to discover that all regular members and attenders are connected to others in the community
through friendships, Friendly Eights, committee work and fellowship. This “web of care” seems to reflect
a healthy, strong community. However, we carry a concern about attracting young families.

Care & Counsel is also responsible for the membership process. We also help Friends initiate clearness
or support committees when requested. Membership lists are kept and updated collaboratively with the
Recorder. See Andy’s annual report for exact 2024 membership data. We spent some meeting time
reflecting on the differences between membership and attending, and how we can encourage people to
consider making the transition. Two key differences are eligibility for financial aid or participation on
some committees. The other markers may be largely internal in the feelings of belonging and
connectedness. The committee has stopped making a distinction as we feel strongly about caring for
everyone in the community. We also recognize that there are many people who have worshiped with us



over the years who still consider themselves to be Quaker and members of this meeting. Please let us
know of anyone you know who needs our care and counsel or has news to share.



